THE FLIGHT TO INDIA
The flyers, who had not been beguiled by the faded charms
of Baghdad, now began to think of the end of the journey
and the prospects of arriving ahead of time. A certain un-
easiness began to appear for the first time. Persian officials have
been known to force unwanted hospitality upon passers-by,
holding them up for days while they investigated some trifling
omission in permits. Consciences were not quite clear. Medical
permits were on the doubtful side, and there was a distinct
vagueness about Mclntyre in the official permit. For him the
inside of a Persian prison and a long siesta upon a Persian
carpet seemed a quite possible fate. Mclntyre, one of the most
courageous of mortals, refused to take any interest in the
journey extending beyond Persia, in spite of the ingenious
schemes that were put forward for his rescue should the worst
occur. All went well, however, the residents proved most
hospitable folk, and no difficulties arose with the officials.
The flight along the Persian Gulf was rendered enthralling
and interesting by the pranks played upon the eyesight by
different formadons of sand and rock. Often whole cathedrals
and fortresses would leap into view, seemingly the work of
giants, and it was difficult to believe that these effects had had
for architects the fantastic force of wind and storm.
This geological strata continues down most of the shores of
the piratical coast, where the main occupation of the in-
habitants has always been gun-running and slave-dealing. Even
now, despite the constant attentions of British gun-boats from
Aden and Perim, the old game is still continued, to a lesser
extent, with the old gamble of profit and loss, and shares in-
vested in human beings. Slaves are usually rounded up in
Somaliland and the highlands of Abyssinia and shipped across
the Arabian Sea when it is hoped no one is looking.
Curiously enough, African girls, in many cases, are said to
welcome with eagerness the arrival of the Arab slaver, much
as English boys will run away to sea for the sake of adventure;
it gives her a chance of seeing the world, and if she is lucky,
ending up in the luxury of some rich Mussulman's town house,
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